Faux Steel Installation Instructions
Please read this entire instruction sheet prior to installing the film!
Tools:

Faux Steel adhesive film is easy to work with.  A pencil, a rule, scissors, a squeegee and eventually a sharp knife are, for the most part, all you will need.  A simple dish washer project will go fine with these tools.
Recommended Tools:  We strongly recommend the use of a heat gun or, at a minimum, a typical home hair drier.  Any time your project requires turning a corner, heating up the film is a must!   

Application Surface:

Faux Steel adheres to any smooth surface.  It is essential that the surface is dry, clean and dust-free.  Rough surfaces should be sanded smooth and cleaned prior to installation.  
Important!!!  Surface cleaners can leave a chemical residue on the mating surface if not completely removed.  This chemical residue can react with the adhesive and cause air bubbles which can be very hard to remove.  Rubbing alcohol or a vinegar & water solution should be used to remove this chemical residue before applying the film.  Be warned, air bubbles are not a product defect.  They are the result of a poor installation and not grounds for a product return!

Also!  Don’t be concerned with “waves” or “soft depressions” in the film before applying.  As long as there are no hard creases, these waves should work out during application.  Once the adhesive adheres to the surface and the film is smoothed with a squeegee, the depressions will disappear.

“Dry Method” Installation Procedure:

The squared backing paper simplifies measuring and ensures straight, clean-cut edges.  When decorating larger surface areas, first remove approximately 10cm of backing paper and smooth down this initial section.  Then, while evenly removing the backing paper with one hand, progressively smooth down the film with the other hand.  Always smooth from the center to the edges.  For best results, smooth with a soft cloth.  This allows you to flatten out any air bubbles or creases.  Should air bubbles form, just prick them with a pin and flatten them out.  If the film has been applied incorrectly, no problem.  Full adhesion does not occur until after several hours.  The crooked film can be carefully removed without stretching and reapplied correctly.
“Wet Method” Installation (Preferred):

Many have found that bubbles are more easily avoided by using the Wet Method for installing the film.  First, cut the film to size.  Next, fill a spray bottle with water and just a drop or two of dishwashing liquid.  Spray the solution generously on the adhesive side of the film once the backing has been removed.  Make the mating surfaces “wet”.  Once wet, apply the film to the cleaned mating surface and slide it into place.  Once in place, use your squeegee to work out the liquid/air bubbles.  
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Applying at edges and corners:
Apply Faux Steel film cleanly and exactly up to the edges and corners.  Overlap the edges by at least one inch.  Carefully trim the excess film.  At this point, warm up your heat gun!  We have found that heat releases the tension and the film adheres firmly to the edge.  Also, the adhesive boils and adheres better!
Keeping the heat source several inches from the film, carefully heat the entire edge of the film so that it is warm to the touch.  Then start pressing the film over the edge as the heated air warms the film further.  Keep it moving.  After a few seconds, the edge is in place and will cool.  As it cools, the adhesive bonds.
Caution!  Do not keep the heat source pointed at one spot for too long.  The film is made of plastic and could easily melt!

Removing film:
Faux Steel film is just as easy to remove as it is to apply.  Normally it can be simply peeled off.  But if it adheres more firmly, it should be warmed with a hair dryer and then effortlessly removed.  Any adhesive leftovers can be cleaned off with turpentine or an alcohol-based solvent.  To remove dissolved adhesive, use a damp cloth sprinkled with some flour.

Cleaning foils:

Faux Steel film is totally indifferent to dirt.  Cleaning with warm water is usually fully adequate.  For more stubborn stains, a drop of detergent does the trick.  Dry off the damp areas with a soft towel.

For step-by-step installation photos, visit our web site’s “Quick Tutorial” page.
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